
CIVSTART ANNOUNCES TASK FORCE, REPORT ON INCLUSIVE 
STARTUP ECOSYSTEMS 

 
With framework report released, Task Force will identify evidence-based action steps   

 
WASHINGTON, DC, JUNE 9, 2020 – CivStart, a non-profit accelerator bringing govtech 
innovations to state and local government, today released their Framework for Inclusive Govtech 
Ecosystems report and announced the formation of an Inclusive Govtech Task Force to identify 
evidence-based action steps to meet the challenges identified in this report.  
 
Underrepresented entrepreneurs in the govtech sector experience additional challenges 
accessing capital, barriers to procurement and partnerships, and limited access to training, 
mentorship, and the resources necessary to grow and scale. CivStart’s program is a 
comprehensive approach to working not just to support underrepresented founders, but in 
partnership with local governments to identify and practice new approaches to technology 
procurement and pilot projects. The Framework report and the results of the Task Force’s work 
will directly inform CivStart’s work. 
 

“Our mission is to build an honest and inclusive ecosystem of solutions that serve local 
governments and their communities,” said Anthony Jamison, CEO at CivStart. “There 
is a critical need, more than ever in this time of the COVID-19 crisis, to rethink many of the 
traditional ways of doing business for state and local governments. With so many people 
struggling and so much possibility for change, it’s doubly important to confront the 
structures and barriers that maintain inequities,” he continued. “CivStart will continue to 
maintain inclusion as a core value — trusting in underrepresented founders as the 
best-equipped to meet the challenges in their own communities. This research won’t just 
live in a report; we are excited that it will be put into immediate practice in our 
partnerships with underrepresented founders, local government innovators, investors, 
and industry leaders.” 

 
The Framework for Inclusive Govtech Ecosystems report addresses entrepreneurs, nonprofits, 
investors (including venture capitalists (VCs) and angel networks), and others who all have a role 
to play in addressing these concerns and creating inclusive govtech ecosystems. The Framework 
report identifies four major barriers to overcome: government can be a better customer; to 
diversify our entrepreneurs we need to provide support and resources; governments are low risk 
purchasers and we need ways to de-risk govtech innovations; and governments are already 
diverse organizations, and innovation can be supported from within state government as well. 
 
The Inclusive Govtech Task Force’s membership will be announced in the coming weeks. 
Members of the Task Force will come from public, private, non-profit, and academic fields to 
expand on the hypotheses for intervention laid out in the Framework report, gather data to 

 

https://www.intermedia.net/press-release/intermedia-selects-bigleaf-networks-as-a-preferred-provider-of-sd-wan
https://www.civstart.org/


assess the most impactful action-steps, and work with CivStart’s partner govtech leaders (across 
public-private divides) to run pilot projects and evaluate and share the results. 
 
You can learn more about CivStart’s approach to Inclusive Govtech Ecosystems at 
civstart.org/inclusive-govtech. 
 
About CivStart 
 
CivStart is creating a world where all members of our communities can be informed, engaged, 
and — when needed — cared for with the help of new technologies by their local governments. 
 
CivStart bridges the gap between early stage companies and local governments, first by 
identifying cutting-edge govtech and civic technology companies and then providing expert 
consulting while leveraging strategic partnerships with governments, established businesses, and 
investors for the benefit of all. The technologies that go through the CivStart program aren’t just 
made in a sterile lab, but have been made with guidance from government leaders to ensure that 
once in the wild, the technologies serve community needs, not the other way around. Learn more 
at CivStart.org. 
 
Contact: 

Nick Lyell | Chief Impact Officer 
CivStart 
(608) 234.2166 
nick@civstart.org 
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